to describe some of the early physical signs, I should like to say a word on some of the other aids to diagnosis that are in vogue among members of the profession to-day.
1.
Chief of these aids is the presence of tubercle bacilli.
Koch's discovery of the tubercle bacillus is an important landmark in the history of the diagnosis of consumption. The medical profession hailed the discovery with great delight and enthusiasm, and accepted it as the one sure tangible proof of the presence of the disease. It is not in the province of this paper to enter into a discussion of the relation of consumption to the tubercle bacillus. I said five years ago, at the annual meeting of the British Medical Association, and I repeat now, that there is a great tendency at the present day to exaggerate the importance of the tubercle bacillus in the causation, diagnosis and prognosis of pulmonary tuberculosis. Medical men so thoroughly believe in the tubercle bacillus as proof positive of the presence of pulmonary tuberculosis, that they are becoming more and more dependent upon the bacteriologist for their diagnosis, and wait for their decision till the sputum has made its appearance. The consequence is that by the It looks as if the commencing mischief in the lung has disturbed the nervous mechanism of the heart.
In the second period of the first stage the temperature shows a distinct rise in the evening and after exertion, the pulse is quicker, the patient's feeling of malaise becomes marked. The inspiration is harsh, and becomes cogwheel or interrupted.
There is semi-dulness over the affected part, the vocal fremitus is.
slightly increased as compared with the unaffected side. The expiration is harsh and prolonged.
In The time will soon come when the medical profession will be so trained to detect the early signs of the commencing tuberculous mischief by physical signs only, that it will make use of the sanatorium, not so much for curing or arresting consumption, as for treating suspicious cases, and nipping the course of the disease in its early periods, and will thus prevent the terrible mortality this white plague causes at the present day.
